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The rainy seasons are a welcome phenomenon every year as we need 
the rains for crops to grow and for so many other great things. But with 
rain also comes stress for many when their streets and houses are flood-
ed! What is the cause of this?

The major cause of flood in Lagos and many cities are drainage issues. 
The non functionality of drainages or the lack of them, are responsible 
most of the times.

Another issue that leads to flooding in a mega city like Lagos, has to do 
with the rising Lagoon levels as a result of the rains.  As it sometimes in-
creases the water levels of the Lagoon which then flows to the surround-
ing areas of land.

The blocked drainages are mostly due to garbage thrown into gutters by 
some of the populace as some have not understood the consequences of 
such or have chosen to ignore it. Sometimes the Government, some or-
ganizations and even residents of the affected areas begin to clear these 
drainages just before the rains start.

Environmentalists believe it is also a result of global warming and the 
rising sea levels which affects coastal cities like Lagos. Yet another major 
problem has been the low levels of buildings as some are lower than the 
road levels and in the designs this was not taken into consideration. 

Drainages should not be higher that compounds where houses are and 
people live! Drainages should also be built to flow into proper channels.
The solution is to look at the infrastructure, that is the drainage systems, 
waste systems and the housing designs and structures.

Even though flooding affects the whole city, the poor areas suffer most as 
most of the housing and infrastructure are not well developed. 
The population of Lagos is large and increases daily, so it is important 
that a lot of effort is put into tackling the issue.

INTRODUCTION
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PREMISE

Since 2020, the Arc. Eddy Eguavoen Foundation has held two 
competitions that aim to bring architects, architecture students and 
architectural designers together to design solutions for the Lagos 
context. 

For the third annual competition, we wanted to focus on another 
issue that affects all Lagosians on at least a yearly basis, with some 
experiencing this much more frequently, this issue being flooding.

Lagos is a city very familiar with flooding, especially during the 
raining season which typically starts in April and ends in July, 
sometimes extending towards the end of the year before hamatan.

In the first competition, ‘Lagos: City of Water’, there was mention 
of the effects of climate change and incoming sea level rise which 
has been predicted to greatly affect coastal cities and communities. 
This puts Lagos high on the list of cities-at-risk as it is virtually 
surrounded by water, with some areas already experiencing loss 
of land.
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INSTRUCTIONS

For ‘Lagos: Flooding City Architecture Competition 2022’, we invite 
you to register, design and submit projects that present solutions to 
issues of flooding through architecture and/or adjacent mediums. 
As previously mentioned, we have already had two competitions 
which have presented a multitude of solutions to their respective 
issues, so we advise you to  look at these as precedents for your 
own solutions for this competition.

We welcome projects of all scales and also allow projects which 
have been previously submitted to other competitions or school 
project submissions, as long as the project(s) match with the theme 
of the competition. Projects which have previously been submitted 
to ‘Voen Foundation Competitions (‘Lagos: City of Water’ and 
‘Lagos: Plastic City’) are not allowed in this competition and future 
competitions organised by us.

When presenting solutions, we encourage you to think about ways 
flooding can be combated or embraced. Architecture can float, 
transform, submerge or block when responding to flooding, as long 
as the function of the architecture persists and inhabitants/users 
can still navigate to and through the design. We always want the 
designs to present something that shows that the designers have 
thought outside the box and done what some may describe as 
unexpected.

The competition is open to architects, architecture students and 
architectural designers of all educational and professional levels 
worldwide. The competition allows groups (4 people max.) to 
submit projects and all group member names must be included 
when filling the registration form. If you want to add or remove group 
members after submitting the registration form, you can email us 
(voen.foundation@voenassociates.com) to make group member 
changes to your registration.
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JUDGING 
CRITERIA

CONCEPT

The premise of your project should be inspiring and present 
something new for the city of Lagos. There should be 
coherence between your original concept/idea and your final 
output and your project should showcase your creativity and 
vision. Concepts that show that you’ve thought outside the 
box are encouraged.

PRESENTATION

Your graphical communication should be engaging and 
clear. Simplicity and conciseness is preferred. Sometimes 
a simple illustration can be more engaging than a realistic 
visualization. We encourage you to showcase your own 
personal presentation style.

SUSTAINABILITY

Whatever architectural method you use to respond to this brief 
should present sustainable solutions that are creative as well 
as feasible. However, do not use the sustainability criteria to 
push back your ambitious ideas, but to improve it instead.
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Registration for this competition is FREE throughout the competition. 
To register, fill in the registration form and you will receive a unique 
registration code within 5 days of registering.

The link to registration can be found on the competition page:

https://www.voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022

After you have submitted your registration form, you should receive 
a unique registration within 5 days of submitting the form. If you do 
not receive your code within this time, please email:

voen.foundation@voenassociates.com

or

contact@voenassociates.com 

REGISTRATION

https://www.voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022
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For your final submission, you are required to have the following:

- 1 Cover Image - A3, 150 dpi (PNG, JPEG, PDF)

Your Cover Image should be a good visual representation of your project 
that will draw people into your project when showcased on our website 
and in the virtual exhibition. 
This could be any of the following:
- A 3D Render of Interior/Exterior
- An Axonometric Diagram that represents project’s concept
- A Detailed Section
- An Abstract Image that tells a story about your project

- 3-5 Perspective Renders - A3, 150 dpi (JPEG)

You can use any presentation medium you would like, whether handdrawn, 
computer-generated or a mix of both. Your images must depict
the atmosphere of both the interior and exterior of your project.

- 1-2 Plan(s) and 1-2 Section(s) - A2 or A3, 300 dpi (JPEG or PDF)

Your plan(s) and section(s) should show the relationship between
the different spaces in your project.Your drawings should be clearly
communicated and have a scale bar present in each one. Populating your 
plans with the appropriate objects/furniture will give you an advantage as 
it will help depict your vision.

- Project Write-up + 3 Tags (300 words MAX) - A4 (.doc or PDF)

Your write-up should explain the project’s concept/idea while also telling 
us why you went with this idea. Was the idea informed by personal 
experience? What was the main issue you were trying to address and 
possibly solve? Your 3 Key tags should be simple descriptions of your 
project. Think of them as tag/hashtags you would put under a social media 
post of your work. Try to be as specific as possible so the keywords give 
the reader(s) an idea of your project.

SUBMISSION
The submission link will be sent to all registered participants. The
link will also be available on the competition’s webpage 
(https://www.voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022) on July 30th*.

*Key dates are subject to change. For updated dates visit the comeptition web page:
www.voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022

https://www. voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022
http://www.voenassociates.com/foundationcompetition2022
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PRIZES

KEY DATES June 10th – Competition Announcement, Registration Begins

July 30th - Submissions Open

September 5th– Registration Closes | Submissions Close

September 30th – Winners Announced

• 1st Place Winner – International Contestant - €500
• 1st Place Winner – Nigerian Contestant - N300,000
• 2nd Place - €250/N150,000
• 3rd Place - €150/N90,000
• 10 Honorable Mentions
• 20 Finalists
• Founder’s Choice
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ADDITIONAL NOTES
- The Arc. Eddy Eguavoen foundation can delay the various key dates throughout the competition. Any changes will be communicated by
emailing registered participants and also through social platforms.

- It is against the competition’s rules to contact any members of the jury. Any reported contact will result in the participant being disqualified.

- The purpose of this competition is to engage the creativity of architecture students and architects using Lagos as the context. There is
no built outcome for this competition.

- The Jury panel can be changed at any point during the competition. 

- Participants can enter the competition in teams of up to 4 members. The names of all members must be entered in the registration form. If
you want to add/remove members from your team, please email voen.foundation@voenassociates.com OR contact@voenassociates.com .
Member names cannot be added or removed after the submission deadline has passed.

- The work you submit must have been designed and produced by you. You are free to submit any previous work you have done that satisfies the
requirements of this competition.

- Only participants with a confirmed registration code can win prizes in this competition. It is important to store your registration code as it is
required to submit your work.

- The Arc. Eddy Eguavoen aims to publish a few of the best submissions in publications. If your project is chosen to be showcased, we will 
contact you to inform you and request for extra material if needed.

- If the competition is canceled due to very severe events, the Arc. Eddy Eguavoen Foundation will refund all participants of their respective
registration fees, if applicable.

- The winners’ prizes will be sent to them within two weeks of them winning the competition. Prize money will be sent in Euros (€) for
international winners and Naira (N) for Nigerian winners.
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